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FOREWORD 
Interest in the town of Newton prompts us to pass on 

the records and incidents of years past, which we have col¬ 
lected. The town’s growth and activities, the progressive 
work of churches, schools and orders have all been given 
due prominence. 

Our town has always had a full quota of good citizens, 
ministers, teachers, and boys and girls who regard Newton 
with allegiance and affection. The town history gives us a 
knowledge of its parentage or ancestry and with this know¬ 
ledge comes a deeper admiration for the traditions that are 
ours. 

State papers from the Concord, New Hampshire library, 
the History of Strafford and Rockingham Counties, reports of 
the Newton Town Records at the New Hampshire Historical 
Society, Merrill’s History of Amesbury, and scraps and pic¬ 
tures from old attics of Newton have given us much valuable 
and authentic information. 

“’Tis man’s worst deed to let the things that have been 
go to waste.” 
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THE HOUSE BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 

There are hermit souls that live withdrawn 
In the peace of their self-content; 

There are souls, like stars, that dwell apart, 
In a fellowless firmament; 

There are pioneer souls that blaze their paths 
Where highways never ran;— 

But let me live by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 

Let me live in a house by the side of the road, 
Where the race of men go by— 

The men who are good and the men who are bad, 
As good and as bad as I. 

I would not sit in the scorner’s seat, 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban;— 

Let me live in a house by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 

I see from my house by the side of the road, 
By the side of the highway of life, 

The men who press with the ardor of hope. 
The men who are faint with the strife. 

But I turn not away from their smiles nor their tears— 
Both parts of an infinite plan;— 

Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 

I know there are brook-gladdened meadows ahead 
And mountains of wearisome height; 

The road passes on through the long afternoon 
And stretches away to the night. 

But still I rejoice when the travellers rejoice, 
And weep with the strangers that moan, 

Nor live in my house by the side of the road 
Like a man who dwells alone. 

Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
Where the race of men go by— • 

They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are strong, 
Wise, foolish—so am I. 

Then why should I sit in the scorner’s seat 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban?— 

Let me live in my house by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 

(4) 

Sam Walter Foss 
New Hampshire poet 



History of Newton, IV. H. 

Although the incorporation of Newton as a New Hamp¬ 
shire town came about in 1749, the populating of the territory 

we now know as Newton took place over one hundred years 
previous. In 1639 a grant was given by England to a group 
of people to form New-Salisbury (Amesbury) which was at 
first somewhat indefinite, but was subsequently defined to 
include South Hampton, and portions of Kingston, Plaistow, 
Newton, Seabrook, Hampstead as well as the territory of 

Amesbury and Merrimack. 

The region west of the Powow River was wild country 
and formed the frontier for that section. As with other 
frontiers as they progressed across the United States, the 

wilderness around the western bank of the Powow was 

infested by Indians. Until well after 1700 there was con¬ 
siderable danger from the “red-skins” for all who ventured 

across the river to clear the land and establish homes. The 

Naumkeaks were the best known of the Indians in this area, 
but the majority of the most destructive raids were carried 

Home of Johathan Greeley Gale situated on the Bear Hill 'Road 
as it appeared about the year 1850. Dr. Gale practiced medicine in 
Newton for forty years and was followed by his son Dr. Walter C. Gale. 
Mrs. Emma Gale Harris, his daughter, created a $25,000 trust fund to be 
used for the benefit of the town, in memory of her father. 
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on by bands of nomadic Indians who roamed New England.. 
Newton, however, seems to have been spared the dreadful 
misfortunes that had befallen such towns as Haverhill, Massa¬ 
chusetts and Kingston, New Hampshire at the hands of the 
war-like red-men, as no records concerning any widespread 
or concentrated massacres have been found. 

This section of the Amesbury grant remained a sparsely 
settled wilderness until the years following 1700. About 
that time families began to settle on the western shore 
of the Powow, and to live more as a separate unit than they 
had previously done. A meeting-house had been erected, and 
more and more they were drifting away from their original 
township of Amesbury. 

About 1720 Joseph Bartlett, who was destined to become 
one of Newton’s first citizen’s, took up residence in the 
Amesbury-Newtown area following his twelve year experience 

with the Indians. It was not long before he was surrounded 
by neighbors. Concentrated efforts were undertaken to form 

a township of Newtown, since the establishment of the 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire boundary line placed this 
section in the territory of the Province of New Hampshire. 

That such a movement was afoot sometime previous to 
1741 is shown by a petition submitted by South Hampton 
residents to Governor Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire 

requesting that the signers be polled out to parishes other 

than the proposed town that had been petitioned for at an 
earlier date. In this petition of 1741 it was stated that there 

were approximately sixty families desirous of forming a new 

town. This fact leads us to believe that this was the approxi¬ 

mate population of the new town soon to be formed. Since 

the United States census did not begin until 1790, we have no 
definite count to refer to for the time preceding the first 

census. 
The aforementioned petition rested in the hands of the 

New Hampshire Council for a number of years before any 

action was definitely taken. It was not until December 6, 

1749 that Newtown was officially incorporated and entitled to 

the rights and privileges of a New Hampshire town. On this 
date the Newtown Charter was given to the anxious settlers 
of this area by Governor Benning Wentworth. This docu¬ 
ment set forth the bounds and limitations of the town, as 
can be seen by the copy of the charter which follows: 
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“Province of New Hampshire 

“George the Second by the Grace of God of Great 
Brittian France & Ireland King Defender of the 
faith etc.- 

“To all to whom these Presents Shall come Whereas our 
Loving Subjects Inhabitants of a Tract of Land within our 
Province of New Hampshire afore Said Lying to the North¬ 
ward of the Dividing line between our Said Province of New 
Hampshire and our Other Province of the Massachusetts bay 
and to the Westward of the town of South Hampton in our 
Province of New Hampshire aforesaid Have Humbly Pe¬ 
titioned & requested of us that they maybe Errected & In¬ 
corporated into a Township & Infranchised with the same 
Powers and Previledges which other Towns within our Said 
Province by Law have & Enjoy and it Appearing to us to be 
Conducive to the General Good of our Said Province as well 

as of the Said Inhabitants in Perticular by maintaining good 
order & Incouraging the Culture of the Land that the Same 
Should be Done- 

“Know ye therefore that We of our Especial Grace Cer¬ 
tain knowledge & for the Encouragement & Promoteing the 
good Purposes & Ends aforesaid by & with the Advice of our 

Trusty & Well beloved Benning Wentworth Esq our Govern- 
our & Comander in Chieff & of our Council for Said Prov¬ 
ince of New Hampshire Have Erected & ordained and by 
these Presents for us our heirs & Successors Do Will & 
ordain that the Inhabitants of the Tract of Land aforesaid 
or that Shall Inhabit or Improve thereon hereafter butted 
& bounded as follows Viz beginning at the South West 
Corner of the Town of South Hampton where South Hampton 
Line Intersects the Curve Line that is the Northern Boundary 
of our Province of the Massachusetts Bay & bounding on 
the Said Curve Line & running on the Same South West 
nine Degrees West One Mile then South Twenty Eight De¬ 
grees West (by Said Curve Line) one mile to Haverhill 
Line So Called at a place Called Brandy Brow then by 

Haverhill Line aforesaid North West Three Degrees West 
Two Miles then North East Seven degrees East one hundred 
& fifty rods to Peasleys Barn So Called then North East 
Three hundred and Six rods to the Long Causey So Called 
in the Country road then North Three Degrees East one 
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hundred & Seventy rods to A Place called Long cove in 
Country Pond so called then North East Cross Said Pond to 
the Pounds Mouth So called then East five degrees South 
Two hundred & forty rods to the North West Corner bounds 
of South Hampton aforeSaid then South Two Miles & Sixty 
Rods by South Hampton Line to the bounds first above 
mentioned— And by these Present are Declared & ordained 
to be A Town Corporate and Are hereby Erected & In¬ 
corporated into a body Pollitick & Corporation to have 
Continueance for ever by the name of New Town with all the 
Powers & Authorities Previledges Imunities & Infranchises 
to them the Said Inhabitants and their Successors for ever 
Allways reserveing to us our heirs & Successors all White 
Pine Trees growing & being or that Shall hereafter grow & 
be on the Said Land fit for use of our Royal Navy reserving 
alsoe the Power of Dividing the Said Town to us our heirs & 
Successors when it shall Appear Necessary & Convenient for 
the Benefit of the Inhabitants thereof and as the Several 
Towns within our Said Province of New Hampshire are by 
the Laws thereof Enabled & Authorized to Assemble & by 
the Majority of Votes to Choose all Such officers as Are 
mentioned in Said Laws We do by these Presents Nominate 
and Appoint Captain Joseph Bartlett to call the first meeting 
of the Said Inhabitants to be held within the Said Town at 
any time within Thirty Days from the Date hereof giving 
Legal Notice of the Time Place & Design of Holding Such 
meeting after which the Annual Meeting in Said Town Shall 
be held for the choice of officers etc forever or the 
last Wednesday in March Annually In Testamony whereof 
We have caused the Seal of our Said Province to be hereunto 
affixed Witness Benning Wentworth Esq our Governour & 

Commander in Chieff of our Said Province the Sixth Day of 
December in the year of our Lord Christ 1749 & in the 
Twenty third Year of our Reign- 

^ “B Wentworth 

“By his Excelencys Comand 
with the Advice of the Council 

“Theodore Atkinson Sec” 
At a legal meeting of the people of South Hampton 

held on July 6, 1748 consideration was given to a matter 
which concerned Newtown. There was a number of per¬ 

sons residing at the western end of South Hampton who felt 
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that it would be to their advantage to be incorporated within 
the bounds of Newtown. It was therefore agreed at this 
meeting that these persons should be allowed to poll them¬ 
selves out to another parish providing they filed a list of 
their names with Governor Wentworth within thirty days of 

the meeting. This detail was taken care of and on August 
2, 1748 Theodore Atkinson, Secretary of the Council, certi¬ 

fied that the necessary list had been filed. 

Over a year passed before any action was taken on this 
matter, as it was not until March 23, 1749 that the names 
of Jonathan Farron, Thomas Carter, Benjamin Kimball, 
Jacob Coleby, Jonathan Watson, Robert Martin, Zacheus 
Coleby, Thomas Jewell, Thomas Greenfield, David Goodwin, 
Michale Hoit, Benjamin Carter, John Carter, Rogles Coleby, 
Roger Eastman, James George, Jonathan Kimball, Philip 
Challis, Nathaniel Ash, Zebulou Farren, Thomas Tuexbury, 
Orlando Carter, Samuell Carter, Nathan Coleby, Samuell 
Goodwin, David Coleby, Aron Currier, Daniel Goodwin, 

Abraham Merrell, and John Eliot were annexed to Newtown 

along with the estates they held in South Hampton. These 

individuals were to give up all voting privileges in the town of 

South Hampton except where the mending or repair of high¬ 

ways was concerned, and to transfer their votes to Newtown. 

This addition to the grant of Newtown was entered and re¬ 

corded on the original charter on December 15, 1749. 

It is interesting to note at this point that the addition 
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to Newtown was made before Newtown was incorporated 
as a New Hampshire town. The charter granting the ad¬ 
dition of the thirty estates to Newtown was signed on March 
23, 1749, whereas the charter making Newtown an official 
town was not signed until December 6, 1749. The answer 
to this discrepency doubtlessly lies buried with Benning 
Wentworth, as no plausible answer was to be found among 
the state records. 

The First Baptist Church of Newtown, which was found¬ 

ed in 1754, is the oldest of that denomination in the state of 

New Hampshire. Soon after the church was organized much 

persecution was suffered because its members could not con¬ 

scientiously subscribe to the doctrines of the “Standing Order”, 
which was the Congregational Church. At the time of its first 

settlement, this church was the only religious denomination in 

the town of Newtown. Consequently, because there was a dis¬ 

agreement with the Congregational doctrines, these members 
of the Baptist Church refused to pay the parish taxes to the 
Congregational Church. As a result lawsuits followed and 
property was attached. The dissenters won out in these law¬ 
suits and the town was obliged to reimburse the individuals, 
paying them the cost of their rates or taxes while the costs 
nf the lawsuits were borne by the individuals themselves. 

As many of the inhabitants of Newtown were original 
settlers of Amesbury, it is not surprising to find that many 

of them were still members of Amesbury churches. As time 

went on such persons were granted transfers as was the case, 

on December 3, 1757, when William Rowell, David Sargent 
and wife, Thomas Fowler and wife, Henry Bagley and wife, 

Reuben Hoyt and wife, Christopher Rowell and wife, Widow 
Ruth Merrill, and Mary Juell were granted letters of dis¬ 

missal by the Second Church of Amesbury so that they could 

be taken into the folds at Newtown. 
The Congregationalists had raised a meeting house on 

the spot where the Town Hall now stands, but they were 

unable to complete it. The town then purchased the build¬ 
ing and finished it, whereupon it was used as a town building 
and also by all the religious orders of the town. 

With the coming of the conflict between America and 
Great Britain in 1774, we find that Newtown was far from 

backward in sending her men to fight for freedom. Three 
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THE OLD BAPTIST CHURCH, 1907, 
before remodeling. 

•men, Micah Hoyt, Reuben Hoyt, and Wister Sanborn, fought 

at Bunker Hill. In September, 1775 it was voted in Newtown 

to send as many men as would go to Portsmouth to help in the 

work on the Batteries. Just seven days after the signing of 

the Declaration of Independence the town voted to send nine 

men to Crown Point to reinforce General John Sullivan. In allr 

Newtown placed 31 men on the New Hampshire rolls and nine 
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men on the Massachusetts rolls in this, her first war as a New 
Hampshire town. 

In April, 1776 all New Hampshire towns were ordered to 

circulate the State Test Act and send the returns to the 
state Committee of Safety. This was an oath of allegiance 
in which the signer pledged himself to defend the liberties 
of America with arms if necessary. This oath was used dur¬ 
ing the Revolution to separate, as nearly as possible, the 
Tories (those loyal to the King) and the Patriots. No returns 

could be found from Newtown, so it is not known whether 

there were any in town who refused to sign the test oath. 

It is known, however, that one Asa Porter was required to 

pay a bond of five hundred pounds, and was also required to 

remain within the limits of the town of Newtown until further 
orders from the General Court because of his Tory sym¬ 

pathies. If he attempted to leave or did leave the town limits, 

he would be immediately confined to jail in Exeter. 

It may be interesting to note that although the Colonies 

put a Continental Army on the field, it was not, at first, 

paid for by the government. Rather, the various towns set 
different rates which they would pay to prospective soldiers. 
At one point in the war, July 1780, one might judge that it 
was becoming somewhat difficult to get new recruits, because 

at that time, Captain Robert Stuart and Ensign Daniel Morse 

of Newtown were chosen to hire soldiers to serve in the army 

for three months, and they were to give them any price 
which they thought suitable. 

On January 1, 1771 the selectmen of Newtown, William 
Rowell, Aaron Currier, and Moses Carleton, sent a petition 
to Governor John Wentworth for a new boundary line be¬ 
tween Newtown and South Hampton. South Hampton had 
previously asked that a line be drawn up, but the selectmen 

felt that they did not wish such a line to be drawn unless 
they could be strengthened by it. The people of Newtown 
rightly felt that they should have a number of families who 
resided between Poe River and their meeting house. These 
families were nearer the Newtown meeting house than to 
that of South Hampton. It was requested in this petition by 

the selectmen that the decision should rest with an unbiased 

Committee of the Court, which they felt sure would be of the 

same mind as the people of Newtown. Just a year later, on 
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The Eagle Inn as it appeared in 1900. This building dates back to 
early Revolutionary days and became a popular half-way stopping point 
on the old stage road from Haverhill to Exeter. It was located on the 
corner of Wallace and Main Streets now Ralph Bowen’s lawn and was 
torn down at the time John Hayford built his home. 

January 4, 1772, the boundary line between Newtown and 

South Hampton was fixed to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

Meetings with South Hampton as well as with Plaistow and 

Kingston, were held every seven years following a state act 

passed in July 1791, which required towns to renew their 

bounds and marks every seven years. 
In a town meeting held on September 29, 1796 select¬ 

men Joseph Bartlett, Jr. and Thomas Currier authorized 
Eliphalet Bartlett to keep a “Publick House” of entertain¬ 
ment at his dwelling house which was situated near the 
meeting house. It was felt that since his house was cen¬ 

trally located, it would be an excellent place to have a 

tavern and could hardly be passed up. This tavern came 
to be known as the Eagle Tavern of Newtown and in 1798 

it was the halfway house on the much travelled stage-road 
between Haverhill and Exeter. In 1797, at the March town 

meeting, Thomas Currier was authorized to open a tavern, 
and four years later Micah Favour and Ely Hoit were given 
licenses to maintain taverns and to sell spirits. So, by the 
beginning of the 19th Century, there were four known 

taverns in Newtown which were prospering. 
With the turn of the century came the beginning of the 
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United States census reports. The report taken in 1800 shows 
Newtown to have had a population of 450, marking a con¬ 

siderable gain over the early days of the town when there 
were approximately 100 inhabitants. There was no appreci¬ 

able gain in population until 1830 when the census report 

showed the inhabitants numbered 767. By 1900 Newton’s 

population was 924. The present population is in the vicinity 

of 1000, Newton’s population grew, as can be seen by the 

marked jumps in 1830 and 1900, about the time new busi¬ 
nesses began to thrive in the community. 

The boundary lines of Newtown were not to be left 
undisturbed, however. In 1845 on the 2nd of July the last 
bit of annexation took place. On that date a portion of 

East Kingston was added to Newtown. A year later, July 
10, 1846, the name Newtown was changed to the Newton 
that we know today. So, throughout the years, from 1749 
until the present, Newton has been far from dormant. As a 

town it has grow from infancy and has taken a creditable 

part in state and national affairs as can be seen by Newton’s 

military rolls and prominent men. 

EARLY LAWS IN NEWTON 

The following statements were taken from the laws of 
the State of New Hampshire and are, of course, authentic. 
However, in most cases, the wording has been condensed. 

In 1799 you could not travel on Sunday except to church 
or to visit the sick without paying a fine of $3.00. 

In 1828 any carriage passing over a toll bridge faster 
than a walk was subject to a fine of $2.00. 

In 1811 an act was passed to prevent the destruction of 
salmon, shad, and alewives in the Merrimack river. 

All gunpowder manufactured after 1820 must be com¬ 

posed of 14 parts fresh burnt charcoal, made from wood 
which has been carefully and well prepared and made into 
coal, after being stripped of its bark; ten parts of pure 
sulfur and seventy-six parts of purified nitre. 

No gunpowder could be sold after dark. 
In 1816 deer could be killed from September 1 to 

January 10. 
In 1828 any idle and disorderly person, common piper 
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or fiddler or common night walker could be sent to the house 
of correction. 

A Taverner’s license in 1827 cost from $2.00 to $5.00. 

Sheep were valued at one cent each for assessing public 
taxes in 1829. 

In 1822 all persons in carts, wagons, sleds or other 
vehicles on meeting other persons should turn to the right or 
be subject to a fine of not more than $12.00. 

Possessing a billiard table in 1791 was a crime subject 

to a fine of $10.00 and costs. 

. Profane swearing carried a fine of five shillings for 
every curse or oath in 1792. 

The speed limit in 1792 in any populous town was five 
miles per hour and carried a fine of six shillings for each 

offence. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ABOUT 1903 
Moved by 20G yoke of oxen in 18-12 to present site. Burned in 1S29. 
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Religion 

The Baptist society of this town is said to be the oldest 
Baptist society in the state. It was founded in or about 

the year 1753. There is no doubt but that this society was 
organized largely due to the efforts of one Mrs. Rachel Scam- 

mon who came from Stratham, N. H., from Rehoboth, Mass., 

about the year 1720. She was a decided Baptist and the only 

one in the town or vicinity. She was treated by her religious 

neighbors and others as Baptists of her day were frequently 

treated, opposed, ridiculed, and sneered at as unworthy of 

the respect and friendship of others. But she sustained her 

character as a Christian woman and she maintained and 

nobly defended her views of religious truth and the ordinances 
of the gospel. She secured some tracts (Norwood on Baptism) 

which she distributed to her neighbors and no doubt some of 

them reached this town. 

The early religious history of the town is in rather a 
misty condition as the records are very fragmentary but it 
seems that the denominational preferences of Newton had 
become very much mixed in the years preceding 1832. 

In 1747 a Congregationalist church, which was the estab¬ 
lished church of the colonies, was erected on the hill in front 
of the old town burying ground. This old meeting house 
figured largely in the early history of the town. A few years 
later much excitement was occasioned by the deserters who 
refused to pay the parish rates to maintain the “Standing 
Order”. 

In 1752 the calendar was changed from the old style to 

the new and so it is uncertain to the exact date, but it is thought 

either on February 10, 1752 or May 13, 1753, Francis Chase 

and others, reinforced by kindred spirits from adjoining 
towns, formed a Baptist society, drew up a covenant and 
built a church in the southern part of the town, near the 
home of Luther Farrington or, in that section of the town 

now known as Brimstone Hill or Smith’s Corner road, about 

half way between the hill and the Peaslee Crossing road, 
on the corner of a wooded lane. The members were baptised 
in the Merrimac river. 

Lawsuits followed but finally after three or four years 
of legal controversy and much suffering from persecution, 
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fines and imprisonments, this group of separatists from the 
established church, won and were fully sustained by the 
grand court of the provinces, the town being forced to re¬ 
imburse these men for the rates they had paid the Congrega¬ 
tional church. 

After the Baptists gained their case, the Congregational- 

ists gave their church, which was in a very incomplete con¬ 
dition, to the town if they would pay the outstanding bills. 
After the town made many repairs, it was made an non- 

denominational church and was sometimes called “The Old 
Meeting-house on the Hill”. At this old meeting-house two 
sermons, one in the forenoon and one in the afternoon, had 
to be heard in a building with no other heating apparatus 
than the foot stoves, which the matrons took from home and 
replenished with coals from some neighbor’s fireplace at 

the noon hour. Some of those who came from a distance 

left their homes the night before, and during the intermission 

between sermons a social time was enjoyed, while they par¬ 
took of their lunches of doughnuts, cheese, and tea which 

the neighbors brewed for them. It was the custom for those 
who had far to walk to church to start barefooted, shoes and 
stockings in hand, and when near the meeting-house, stop and 

put them on. Many devoted, humble Christians lived in those 
days. 

There were a few Methodist brethren at this time who 
met at the home of Obadiah Peaslee to enjoy free prayer. 
Disputes arose among the taxpayers as to who should have 
the use of the meeting-house on Sundays, and in the year 

1832, the selectmen apportioned to the several denominations, 
the Sundays according to their ratable estate in said Newton. 
There does not seem to be any record of what became of this 
church but an article in “The Newton Gleaner”, printed in 
June 1891, says “The old meeting-house on the hill has passed 
away, another building took its place and that too dis¬ 
appeared in flame and smoke and the generations have come 
and gone”. 

To return to the Baptists again we find that the mem¬ 
bership at this time (1755) was about 40 members. About 
12 years after the church was formed we have a notice of 
a meeting of the society at which time action was taken upon 
the parish rates and it was voted to take the same as the 
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Province rates. At this time 75 men signed an obligation. 
How many of these men were members of the church is not 
known but it is an uncommon event that so many men in a 
small town should enter into a solemn compact or covenant. 

From 1782 to 1793 there is no reliable information in 
regard to the prosperity or adversity of the church but in 
February 1795 a new society was formed with nine women 
and nine men members. Some of these members came from 
South Hampton, Kingston and Plaistow, N. H., and from 
Amesbury, Mass. The first year of the society’s resurrected 
life, their number doubled and four years later there were 

75 members. 

In 1828 the Portsmouth Baptist Association was formed 
and this church joined with 56 members. 

In 1830, the present site of the town became more thickly 

settled, and as it was hoped to get new members from West 

Amesbury, now Merrimac. It was decided to give up the 

church at Brimstone Hill. This church was taken down ex¬ 

cept for a portion which was moved to what is now known 
as Bartlett’s or Westcott’s corner and became the ell of the 

Archie Dunn house. 
In 1832, Deacon Tewkesbury, John Bartlett, John Sar¬ 

gent, John Sanborn, Enoch Nichols, Benjamin Rowell, and 

others joined with several brethren of West Amesbury and 
built a house of worship on the corner lot opposite, what 
wras then, the lower end of Colonel Jayne’s orchard, now 
known as the Merrimac road at the corner of the Battes road. 

The land was donated by Deacon Rowell. For the next eleven 

years several pastors occupied the pulpit and the church 

seemed to be quite prosperous. 
“Sometime during the year 1841 and during the pastorate 

of Elder James Roswell, a number of the brethren became 
interested in a new church at the creek, now Merrimacport, 

so the Newton people decided to move the meeting house 
to a more convenient location. Accordingly in the early 

spring of 1842, while the snow was still on the ground, 
preparations were made for the moving. Deacon Rowell 

raised the building and put stringers under while M. F. Hoyt 
went to Salisbury for a ship’s cable. Other brethren en¬ 
gaged oxen in the towns of South Hampton, Brentwood, 
Plaistow, Kingston, East Kingston, Amesbury, and Haverhill. 
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Finally, on the day set, the team consisting of 199 yoke of 

oxen and their numerous drivers, started in a bee line for 
Newton Village. Men went in advance to cut away trees 
and tear down walls. All wTent well at first, but coming 

to Black River brook, in the John C. Bartlett meadow, the 
frost broke through and the team came to a standstill. The 

199 yoke of oxen pulled to no purpose. A council was 
held and owners of the teams promised to come again in 
one week. Meanwhile the building was raised from the 

mud and when the second attempt was made, an extra yoke 
of oxen was added making the number 200 and this time 
there was no delay. In the afternoon, the team drew their 

load out on the street near the spot where S. W. Crafts 
house stood. Before sundown the meeting-house was located 
where the First Baptist Church now stands.” 

* 

In the spring of 1870 several were baptised by Rev. 
Edward Whittier, evangelist, in MardeiTs Mill Pond, Lower 

Village, among whom was Mrs. Isabelle M. Hoyt Bradiey. 

On November 2, 1876, sister Polly Tukesbury died and 
left in her will, money to build a parsonage, so on December 
1, 1879 a meeting was held and plans for the building of the 
parsonage were made. The land was purchased on the 
Colby Road, now Highland Street, where the present parson¬ 
age stands, from from W. W. Wilder. Benjamin Wakefield 

built the house. Rev. N. B. Wilson became pastor in 1880 at 

a salary of $450 and donations. The church escaped the dis¬ 

astrous fire of May 1887. 

The chapel was built in the fall of 1895 and was dedicat¬ 

ed on December 10th. September 4, 1898, Rev. J. W. L. 

Coombs became pastor and this same month a stable was 
built at the parsonage. During the summer of 1900, ex¬ 
tensive repairs were made on the church and a furnace 
installed. 

Rev. William J. Wilson became pastor in 1927, and 
in April 1929, the church was destroyed by fire which 
burned the village postoffice and store at the corner of 

Highland and Main Streets. The church was burned to the 
ground but the chapel was saved although badly damaged. 
In 1930 the present church was erected on the old founda¬ 
tion and although the interior was unfinished, services were 
held in it during the summer months and in the chapel in 
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the cold weather. The building was completed in 1939, and 
on October 15, of that year the church was dedicated. John 
E. Fickett was pastor at the time and was later ordained in 
the church he had worked hard to have completed. 

The present pastor is Roy R. Gibbs. 

NEWTON JUNCTION BAPTIST CHURCH 
As It Appeared In 1902. 

The Newton Junction Baptist Church was organized 
August 1, 1875, with the Rev. Otis Wing as the first pastor. 
The church was moved to its present site from Whittier 
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Street extension, about the year 1900 and shortly after, the 
first Junction village school, which stood beside the church, 
was annexed and used as a vestry. A steeple and bell tower 

were also added which contributed much to the beauty of 
the building. Some of the first names on the church roll were 
Boswell, Rowell, Webster, and Gould. The present member¬ 
ship numbers about forty persons. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

The residents of that part of Newton known as Carter 
Village called a meeting in 1809, forming a new parish. 
Later, on November 5, 1832 in the house of Thomas Currier, 
the Christian Church was formed. The present Church was 
built that same year and was the first of its denomination 
in New Hampshire. 

The first pastor, the Rev. John Harriman of Plaistow, 
came to Newton in 1833. 

In June 1856, the Rev. Nathaniel Day became the pastor 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, ROWE’S CORNER 
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and gave faithful service for 28 years. His term of ministry 
will live forever in the hearts of the parishioners. 

The house designed and built by Daniel Pierce in 1890, 
which stands beside the church, was given by a group of 
loyal supporters for a parsonage. 

The Christian Church has met the needs of its parish¬ 
ioners and has been, at all times, a center of social as well 
as the religious life of the Lower Village. 

Education 

The United States has been the most forward-looking of 
all countries in democratizing education by discarding stand¬ 
ards that measured the quality and extent of education ac¬ 
cording to a pupil’s social grade and family resources. The 
beginning of American education reflected the influence of 
European, namely British, institutions of learning. It re¬ 
quired that neglected children must not only read and write 
but that they must be instructed in occupation and religion 
as well. 

In the early Colonial days the church was a foremost 

NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL 1900 
Ernest L. Silver, Principal 
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influence in public education and many of our first schools 
were taught by parsons. 

Little is known of our town’s schools shortly after its in¬ 
corporation in 1749. About 1860 it is known that the town wTas 
divided into six school districts including the Rowe’s Corner 

school, the Village Primary school now the Library and which 
then stood on the rise behind the present Village school, the 
Pond Street school, the Peaslee school near the Chrigstrom 
farm, the Junction school which is now the church vestry 
and the Carter Village school in the New Boston district. 
These schools were supervised by a Prudential Committee 

who authorized their closing when fewer than twelve pupils 
attended, hired and paid teachers, supervised repairs and 
ordered the lengthening of any school term according to 

funds raised by parents of the district. 

Since too few pupils attended several of these schools 
and because it was found consolidation would offer better 
opportunities with a smaller expense to the town, several 
of these schools were closed or removed to other localities. 

The Peaslee school was closed in October 1873 because 
of dissension between the parents of that district and a mem¬ 
ber of the Prudential Committee. In 1907 a new grammar 
school was erected in Newton Village and the same year the 
Pond Street School was closed. The school at Newton Junc¬ 
tion was closed in June 1942 and since the closing of these 
schools much has been done to modernize the two remaining 
buildings. 

Interest has been added to the school curriculum with 
the introduction of two cultural subjects. A Music super¬ 
visor was appointed in 1922 and interest has been stimulated 

in the better compositions by means of records, harmony sing¬ 

ing and operettas which have been given by the pupils. In 

1947 an Art supervisor was engaged. 
In 1924 the State supplied funds to pay a district nurse 

to take full charge of medical inspection. 
A high school, opened in 1882, was held in the Town 

Hall, located on the site of the present building. It was 
destroyed by the great fire of 1887 and the classes numbering 
over forty students, were continued at Odd Fellow’s Hall 
until 1903 when the high school grades were discontinued. 

One of the school’s most outstanding teachers was Dr. Ernest 



L. Silver, who later served for many years as Principal of 
Plymouth Normal School. 

In the year 1755, the town expenditures for schools 
amounted to $250 and about one hundred years later they 
had increased to $300 per year. In 1948 the budget for our 
grammar schools alone reached $15,000. 

The school law passed by the legislature in 1919 estab¬ 
lishing a State Board of Education was one of the most pro¬ 
gressive as well as comprehensive pieces of legislature en¬ 
acted by the state. Mr. James MacDougal became the first 
Superintendent of School Union 55, including Newton. 

Newton will be faced in the near future with the serious 
problem of over-crowded school conditions. The town looks 
forward with hope and interest to a new consolidated school 
building which will serve as a community as well as an edu¬ 
cational center. 

Prominent Men 

Our town, settled by rugged and enterprising stock has 
sent forth sons to take their part as statesmen, businessmen, 
bankers, doctors, and musicians. 

EDMUND RANDOLPH PEASLEE, M.D. LLD 

Doctor Peaslee was one of the most eminent of medical 
professors and practitioners in the United States, and his pub¬ 

lished books and papers made him a standard authority in 
England and other foreign countries. 

He was born in Newton, New Hampshire, January 22, 
1814, the son of James and Abigail Chase Peaslee, descend¬ 
ants of one of the first settlers in the town. After careful 

preparation, he entered Dartmouth College and was grad¬ 
uated, with high honor in 1836. 

He then began the study of medicine. He pursued his 
studies further at Yale Medical School and was graduated 
in 1840. Then he went to Europe and for a year continued 

his studies in the best foreign hospitals. On his return from 
abroad he established himself at Hanover, where he practiced 

medicine until he moved to New York City in 1858. 

His advancement in his profession was very rapid and 
in 1842 he was made Professor of Anatomy in Dartmouth 
Medical School. The following year he was appointed Pro- 
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BIRTHPLACE OF EDMUND PEASLEE, M. D., LL. D. 
This is one of the early homes in Newton. 

fessor of Anatomy and Surgery at Bowdoin, and a year later 
was called to New York Medical College. In later years the 
duties of his very large practice, compelled him to relinquish 

several of his positions as College Professor. 
His work entitled “Human Histology’' was a volume of 

great value. Another volume upon ovariotomy was 

one of the most valuable medical books ever published in 
America, and at once was adopted as a standard text in 
England. 

THOMAS MERRILL CARTER 

Thomas Merrill Carter, the eminent bandmaster of 
Boston, was born December 25, 1841 in a modest colonial 
home, located at the corner of Main and Heath streets in 
Newton Lower Village. 

He attended the Newton schools and when fourteen 
years of age became an apprentice in the office of the New- 
buryport Herald. In 1859 he joined a newly organized band 
in that city, studying wind instruments with Mrs. A. W. 
Ingraham. 

When the Civil War broke out many of the band mem¬ 
bers left for the fighting front. Mr. Carter was elected to fill 
the vacancy of band leader. Between 1869 and 1870, he 
conducted an orchestra on the steamer “Providence” of the 
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THOMAS MORRILL CARTER. 

Fall River Line. His band had the distinction of playing at 
Nantasket Beach for fourteen consecutive summers. 

Mr. Carter was the conductor of the first grand band 
concert given in Boston in 1905, when he had 325 musicians 

under his direction. 

His greatest composition, the one with which we are 
most familiar, is the “Boston Commandery March”. This 

THOMAS M. CARTER’S HOMESTEAD. 
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The Carterville band Vvras an active well known and popular organ¬ 
ization from 1865 to 1S05. The band played for many occasions in 
Newton and the vicinity. The picture above, taken in 1895, shows the 
band with the conductor, George S. Smith. 

is probably one of the most popular marches ever written 
and is known the world over. 

On December 20, 1910, Mr. Carter with his band re¬ 

turned to Newton to give a concert, sponsored by the Village 
Fire Company. According to reports the hall was filled to 
overflowing, a fitting tribute to a grand band master. 



EARLY BUILDINGS 

The following data represent the earnest attempts of the 
bock committee to list the early homes of Newton. We do 
not claim that it is complete or correct in all respects. Many 
of the homes were built before 1700 and the others shortly 
after this date. 

Early Owner Present Owner Address 
Wentworth Peaslee Arthur Baird Birch Meadow Rd. 
Daniel C. Peaslee Edgar Faiterscn Peaslee Crossing Rd. 
Major Hansen Norman Perkins Whittier Extension 
Job Stevens Fred Knowltcn Whittier Extension 
William Webster Horace Williams Whittier Street 
Philip Whittier Charles Bowley Lartlett Street 
Asa Whittier Jerome Boyd Lartiett Street 
Nathaniel Levering Jamer Harris Whittier Street 
Timothy Whittier Amy Mills Pend Street 
Zebadia Hoyt Mr~. Hemy Fanccurt Pend Street 
Joseph Hoyt William Mattson Fond Street 
Gilbert Carlton xmiothy Hanley Pend Street 
David Bartle.t Earls Nichols (heLs) Highland Street 
Micah Hoyt Edith & Annie Moreton Highland Street 
Joseph Bartlett Mr. Lamb Thornell Road 
Methodist Church Edgar Weeks Main Street 
George Currier Walter Perkins Ame:bury Road 
Jeff Currier P. S. Woods Amerbury Road 
Enoch Nichols Elmer Fritts Nicholsville 
Elmer Cunier Henry Pottle Exeter Road 
Jonathan Bartlett Ida Bartlett Hanson Main Street 
Thomas Currier Claire Kendall Amesburv Road 
Ebenezer Peaslee Charles Chrlgst.om Peaslee Crossing 
Samuel Cass George Malloy Merrimac Road 

The old Town Hall which for some years served as 
the Church, Town Hall, and the High School was destroyed 
by the village fire of 1887. The above picture taken in 1902, 

shows the Town Hall that was built in 1888. The A1 Boswell 
Fund of $1,000 was given for future improvements. 

The town is fortunate in having other Trust Funds such 
as the Johanna Dalton Fund of $1,000 for the worthy poor 
of Newton Junction, the Etta Sawyer Fund of $1,000 for 
improvement of the Highland Cemetery, and the Gale Me¬ 
morial Fund of $25,000 for any worthy project. 

The Gale Library, formerly the old village school, was 

located in the rear of the present village school. It was 
constructed of hand-hewn timbers, braced and pinned. It 
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NEWTON GRAMMAR SCHOL ABOUT 1G03 
Was moved in 1908 to become our present Library. 

was moved in 1908 to the present site, and now serves as 
our library. 

Newton has received a number of bequests to be used 
for library improvements, including the John A. Gale Fund 
of $1,000, the Nathaniel Lovering Fund of $350 and the 
Axtell Fund of $1,000. 

OCCUPATION OF THE PEOPLE 

The occupation of Newton’s early settlers was probably 
farming although Joseph Peaslee, who died here December 

3, 1660 had built a saw mill on Brandy Brow brook. The 
town having scant water power, had few mills until the 
advent of the steam engine. The Bartletts had a mill on 
Mill brook, behind the old homestead, now known as the 
Thornell place. Other water mills were located at the brook, 
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The Colby house, one of the early Newton homes was located just 
above C. B. Leonard’s home on Highland Street. A well at the right 
of the house is still in use today. 

near the residence of Samuel Baker, which old timers claim 
was a silk mill. A mill on the brook in the “Dugway” was 
owned by Jonathan Ferrin and a wheelwright shop at Rowe’s 
Corner was operated by Marden. The latter is the only dam 
still in existence, although remains of others are still evident. 

The Traveler’s Home had 
accommodations. The saying 

a reputation state wide for 
was “once a visitor alway: 

providing 
a patrcn.” 

ood 
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BOX FACTORY, NEWTON JUNCTION, 
Owned by Annie Dalton, 1903. 

Bricks were made in at least two places. The Peaslee 
brickyard was at the west of the meadow now owned by 
Samuel Baker and traces of broken brick, beds of ash, and 

charcoal, give evidence of a kiln located on the farm of 

Francis Chase. 

With the advent of steam power, the lumber business 
became most prominent until 1890. The late John T. Brown, 
at one time had three portable saw mills operating in this 
vicinity. David S. Bartlett, son George, and Grandson Ned F, 

Nichols ran a saw, shingle and cider mill for many years at 
the corner of Highland and Whittier Streets. The Websters 
had a saw mill at Mill brook and Simeon Rowell operated one 

near the railroad at Newton Junction. 

About the year 1860 many people made pegged boots 
in their farmhouses, in “two by four” shops, and in some 

larger shops. This type of work gave part time employment 

to many and was soon followed by shoe making. The larger 
shoe shops were the Gardner Clifford shop on the site of the 
village Baptist parsonage, the A. J. Sawyer shop on the site 
of the residence of Kent Walker, the Charles M. Rowell shop 
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CARRIAGE SHOP OF Ed HAYFORD ABOUT 1890 
Employed 40 men with annual output of 1,000 carriages. 

now site of N. H. State Highway Department, the Richard 
Peaslee shop near the residence of Kenneth F. Briggs, and 
the Andrew Currier shop at Lower Village which is still 
standing. 

Wooden boxes for the shoe trade, packing cases, wood 
heels and shoes have been made in plants near the railroad 
siding at the Junction, where Nichols’ Hatchery is now. 

Carriage and wagon shops were increasingly active 
from 1870-1890. The largest of these was conducted by the 
Hayfords and only ceased when the automobile ousted horse- 

drawn vehicles. John Gordan, for many years chief of the 
Haverhill Fire Department, operated a carriage shop where 
the Junction Fire apparatus is housed. At the height of the 
carriage industry about 1900, the following concerns were 
doing business. 

Edward Hayford & Son, corner of Highland and Main 
Streets 

T. W. Bagley, Highland Street 
A D. Marden, at Rowe’s Corner 

Bartlett and Peaslee 
C. J. Dalton Body 
A W. Wilder, all located at the Newton depot. 
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THE NEWTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The people of the Town of Newton started their 

fire department after the so-called “Village Fire” of 1887. 
This fire started in the Inn, “Traveler’s Home” now the 
present site of the home of Samuel F. Boyd, spread to 

Highland Street, and down as far as the residence of James 
Lewis. It then jumped across the street and levelled Wilder’s 
Store, the Town Hall, Hayford’s Carriage Shop, and several 

other buildings. 

The disastrous village fire May 12, 1887 which levelled 

the center of the town, caused much loss and sorrow. The 
Reverend N. Day, a Christian Church minister, at that time, 

inspired by the energetic spirit of the townspeople in rebuild¬ 

ing, wrote the following poem. 

This was printed by Henry S. Burbeck an enterprising 
youngster of eleven. 

As the poem seems to reflect the spirit of old Newton, it 
is reprinted below. 

THE VILLAGE FIRE 

Hark! upon the night air pealing, 
Comes the rapid clang of bells; 

O’er the hills and through the valleys, 
Loud their warning music swells! 

Starts the sleeper from his slumbers! — 
Is it real? or does he dream?— 

Now, within his darkened chamber, 
See the bright, red firelight gleam! 

Rapid footsteps, earnest voices, 
Now within the streets are heard; 

And, above all tumult rising, 
Fire! is the fearful word. 

Now the clatter of the horses, 
And the hum of rolling wheels,— 

In the midnight consternation, 
Ail the town in frenzy reels. 

But the fire-fiend scorns all efforts, 
He is surely king to night, 

And afar, in mocking splendor, 
Shines his startling, brilliant light! 
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How the red waves roll in madness, 
[Roaring, mounting up on high; 

While their liquid, fiery fingers, 
Point and struggle to the sky! 

Green, ancestral trees now wither, 
In the conflagration’s breath; 

And the leaves of early spring-time, 
Scared and ruined, fall in death. 

Surely doomed! the lovely village 
Turns to ashes in our sight, 

And the hoarded gains of many 
Vanish on this doleful night. 

Morning dawns on smouldering ruins, 
Sad hearts hail the break of day; 

Home and store house, hall and cottage, 
All so quickly passed away. 

But the heart of man is mighty, 
Strong to bear the ills of life, 

And though baffled, disappointed, 
Yields not in the fearful strife. 

O’er the blackened ruins rising, 
Ere the virgin snows come down, 

Shall appear, in grace and beauty, 
Fairer works to deck the town. 

As, when o’er the prairie sweeping 
Fiery billows scorch and blast, 

Robes of fresher, living greenness, 
O’er the naked earth are cast; 

So, from out these ashes springing, 
Phoenix like to greet our eyes, 

Fairer forms of architecture 
In a quick succession rise. 

As within the heated furnace 
Finest gold is purged from dross, 

So the heart of man grows richer, 
By its sorrow and its loss. 

Stepping stones, in dire disasters, 
We may find to reach the goal; 

Through defeat, may rise to conquer, 
With a firm, undaunted soul. 

Rev. N. Day. 
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MAIN STR'EET EAST OF B. & M. RAILROAD 1903 

About 1890 the residents of the “Newton Fire District” 
purchased their first piece of fire appartus, the steamer 
known as “Tiger No. 1.” It had been made by the Amos- 

keag Manufacturing Company of Manchester, New Hamp¬ 
shire, and had been formerly used by the city of Lawrence, 

Massachusetts. In 1891 alterations were made in the base¬ 

ment of the Town Hall to house this steamer, which was 

drawn by any pair of horses available, but usually by those 

of William Wilder or Alvah Sargent. The boundaries of 

the “Fire District” were approximately as follows: from 

the top of Gould’s Hill to Sargent’s Corner, including the 
present home of Elmer Bearce, and as far up Highland 

Street as the home of Ross Lyons. The people of this district 
supported the fire department by paying a special tax, and 
they elected Fire Wards to take charge of affairs. Some 
prominent men of this period were: John E. Hayford, John 
G. Rowe, Frank Kimball, John Germundson, Fred Went¬ 
worth, Owen D. Kelley, and A. Ralph Estabrook. In 1926, 
the old steamer was sold for $50.00 At the Town Meeting 

in March 1925 the Town voted to buy its first fire truck at a 

cost not to exceed $4,000.00, following a motion by A. Ralph 
Estabrook that the money be taken from the Gale Memorial 



Fund. Consequently the new famous Reo was purchased 
from the Peter Pirsch & Sons Co. of Kenosha, Wis. This truck 

was housed until 1941 at Eastabrook’s Garage, and served 
the town well. Shortly after the purchase of this truck, Hay- 
ford’s Garage, which was located alongside the rail¬ 

road track to Merrimac, where buildings of the New Hamp¬ 
shire State Plighway Department now stands burned. In 1929 

the home of Mrs. A. J. Sawyer burned. Her home was located 

on the corner of Highland Street, and included the Newton 
Post Office. This fire jumped the present home of Guy Nick¬ 

erson and ignited the First Baptist Church, razing it. 

In 1941 the Town voted to buy its second fire truck, a 
Ford, from the Buffalo Corporation, of Buffalo, New York, 
at a cost not to exceed $5,000. This truck has since been 
housed at Estabrook’s Garage, while the Reo was moved to 

Newton Junction, and located in a special building, renovated 
and provided by the Matthew Matson Leather Company. This 

property is now occupied by the Nichols’ Hatchery, a branch 

of the Nichols’ Poultry Farms of Kingston, New Hampshire. 
The men of Newton Junction and vicinity have formed the 
Newton Junction Firemen’s Association, and the chief officers 
of the Fire Department are Hayden E. Cheney, as Deputy 

NEWTON JUNCTION IN 1903 LOOKING SOUTH 
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Chief, and Lloyd M. Currier as Chief Engineer. The women 
of the same area have formed a useful Firemen’s Auxiliary. 
These organizations have worked hard and raised money 
to improve conditions within the fire department. 

A Ralph Estabrook has been Chief of the Newton Fire 

Department for about thirty years, and has been assisted by 
his brother Raymond, the various employees of the garage, 

and the numerous volunteers who have always answered 
the call to civic duty when the fatal siren has sounded, be 

it any hour of the day or night. 
The worst fire in recent years was the terrible forest fire 

which occurred during the extraordinary dry spell of Octo¬ 
ber 1947. During this disaster, which spread into the edges 
of Amesbury and Merrimac, Massachusetts, with a total cost 
of over $4,000.00, the people of the Town of Newton pu+ 
forth every effort, not only the men and boys that fought 
the fire night and day, but also the women who worked so 

hard, through th’fe local chapter of the Red Cross and Ladies’ 
Auxiliary. Many volunteers from surrounding towns also 
answered Newton’s call to duty, and after about a week of 
almost continuous fighting, the fire was brought under 
control. When it was all over, the people of the Town of 
Newton were again reminded of that community spirit and 
cooperation which, working for a common interest, has 
helped to make America great. 

“Posterity! you will never know how much it cost the 
present generation to preserve your freedom! I hope you 
will make a good use of it. If you do not, I shall repent it in 
heaven that I ever took half the pains to preserve it.” 

—John Adams, 1777. 

FRENCH AND INDIAN WARS 
Delmar Foss 

Samuel Carlton 
Thomas Carlton 
Ephraim Carter 
Jacob Carter 
Samuel Carter 
Thomas Challis 

Phineas Ash 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

Robert Chase 
David Colby 
Thomas Colby 
Theophilus Currier 
John Elliot 
Jonathan Elliot 
Samuel Elliot 

Thomas. Elliot 
Timothy Elliot 
Moses Farren 

William Gould 
Micah Hoyt 
Rueben Hoyt 

David S. Goodwin 
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Thomas Hoyt 
Robert Jarvis 
Elliot Jewell 

Jonathan Kimball 
Wister Sanborn 
Samuel Smith 
Timothy Whitney 

Aaron Stone 
Robert Stuart 
Stephen Whitney 

James Cooper 
William Foot 
William Harveyman 

James P. Addison 
John Addison 
Jonathan W. Addison 
Joseph Addison, Jr. 
Simeon Applebee 
John F. Austin 
Lewis Brown 
William E. Brown 
Charles A. Brown 
Stephen Brown, Jr. 
Benjamin Brown 
Andrew Currier 
Julius C. Currier 
Moses F. Currier 
George M. Currier 
Thomas P. Currier 
Samuel M. Currier 
Orin D. Carter 
George H. Carter 
James Coffee 
Thomas O. Counel 
Daniel Dudley 
Joseph C. Davis 
William Dunn 
William H. Frunald 
Abel K. Fowler 
Walter G. Fitts 
Jeremiah Felker 
Philando N. Gile 

WAR OF 1812 
Sargent Heath 
Enoch Hoyt 
Moses Hoyt 

CIVIL WAR 
Timothy Goodwin 
George W. Goodwin 
Daniel C. Goodwin 
John H. Goodwin 
Benjamin W. Godkin 
William Grant 
Mauritz Gleerup 
George G. Gould 
William Hamilton 
James M. Hoyt 
Lewis C. Hoyt 
Paul G. Hoyt 
David D. Hall 
Samuel A. Hall 
George W. Hodgdon 
Mansfield Hatch 
John Hames 
Alvaro Wr. Ham 
Frank D. Jackman 
Orin S. Kimball 
William H. Kimball 
James B. Kimball 
Howard M. Kelly 
James A. Kelley 
Albert W. Lewis 
Edward Levine 
Abram S. Leach 
William B. Morrill 
George W. Morrill 
Joseph E. Moulton 

SPANISH-AMERICAN 

Moses Huse 
Israel Ingalls 
Job Stevens 

John Mack 
George A. Moore 
Alonzo Nute 
Albert M. Peaslee 
Richard W. Peaslee 
David C. Prescott 
Azaree Pecotte 
Phillip D. Quimby 
Daniel A. Rogers 
Amos Rowell 
Gilman Richardson 
John W. Shaw 
Charles H. Shaw 
Norris Sargent 
George C. Stevens 
Thomas W.Spaulding 
Charles Stone 
Augustus Veal 
Edmund S. Whittier 
Robert Whittier 
George A. Whittier 
Franklin White 
David R, Webster 
Henry K. Wadleigh 
George W. Welch 
David Welch 
John Welch 
John Welch, Jr. 
Hiram Welch 

WAR 
Clinton Glover 

Robert Prescott 
Charles Glover 

Frank Glover 

Benjamin Andrews 
Everett Bartlett 
Lewis Bartlett 
Ralph Bartlett 
Harlan Burpee 
Earl Cammett 
Winfield Clifford 
Everett Coombs 
Joseph Coupel 

WORLD' WAR I 
Rodney Durrell 
William Ellis 
William Estabrook 
Sydney Estabrook 
Martin Flemming 
Emerson A. Follet 
James Fonghur 
Courtland Frost 
Elton George 
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Merrill Germundson 
Francis Gray 
George Grebenstein 
Charles H. Hoyt 
Dana Huntress 
Charles Illsly 
Edward Ingalls 
George Kennison 
Ralph Kennison 



William A. Kimball 
Ralph McDaniels 
William Miller 
William Moisan 
Bernard Morgan 
Earle Nichols 
Lawrence Peters 
Joseph Pottie 

Stanley Robillard 
Edgar Rowe 
Stacy B. Rowe 
Norman Rowell 
Harold C. Sargent 
Raymond Sargent 
Thomas Senter 
Chester Stevens 

Harvey Taylor 
Clarence Tracy 
Robert Varrill 
Charles Warner 
Cia~ence Warner 
Clarence Woods 
James Wcods 
Ernest Yates 

VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II 
Joseph F. Austin 
Olive E. Avery (Nurse) 
Kenneth F. Briggs, Jr. 
Donald W. Briggs 
Leo J. Busch 
Karl E. Busch 
Robert P. Bower 
Frederick C. Bowley 
Richard M. Bowley 
Elmer L. Bowley 
Donald Brown 
Ralph M. Bean 
Everett H. Cleaves 
Harvey E. Clark 
Bernard F. Clapp 
Wallace I. Clapp 
Earle V. Clapp 
Eugene F. Clapp 
Frank W. Chase 
David D. Chase 
Merton N. Cheney 
Donald E. Cheney 
Gordon A. Cheney 
Stanley O. Cheney 
F ank Carrao 
Fenton Duffett 
Mark Duren, Jr. 
Henry C. Danley 
Norman A. Field 
Charles H. Field 
Harland Fox 
Warren D. Fox 
Paul Fox 
John F. Fowler 
Warren Fitzgerald, Jr. 
Howard L. Gale 
Adelbert P. Green 
Elden E. Green 
Clarence M. Green 
Martha L. Green (Waves) 
Jes.se L. George 
Clarence George 
Robert L. George 
Charles A. Gove 
William A. Grebenstein 

George F. Grebenstein 
Gertrude P. Glavm (Waves) 
Reginal L. Goodwin 
Kenneth R. Howard 
John A. Hanson 
Richard S. Hanson 
Robert S. I-Ioule 
Clarence Plait 
Donald F. Howard 
'Ralph E. Harvey 
Paul G. Hirst 
Lloyd G. Ingalls 
Charles T. Xllsley, Jr. 
Walter Johnson 
Royal J. Knowles 
Walter B. Kershaw 
William C. Kershaw 
O.ville C. Locke 
Norman C. Le Doux 
Lawrence G. Livingston 
Staley J. Le Blanc 
Edward Lewis 
William J. Moisan 
William J. Moisan, Jr. 
Russell F. Mar den 
Clinton Mills 
Merton M. Morse 
Earle E. Morse, Jr. 
Richard W. Morse 
Robert C. Morse 
'Richard D. MacMillan 
Clyde C. Maye 
Vernon I. Marden 
Raymond E. Merrifield 
David E. Mayhew 
Thomas McCarthy 
Wilton I. Osborne 
La Forrest E. Perkins 
Edward W. Fage 
Richard W. Page 
Hector W. Pelley 
Robert Perrault 
Ralph Perrault 
Roderick L. Pheney 
Harold Parker 
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Newell V. Pitkin 
Leo Peaslee 
Alvin Prouty 
Robert W. Purdom 
Robert M. Rowe 
Frederick P. Richards, Jr. 
Ralph E. Roberts 
Lester P. Richardson 
Arthur C. Russell 
Mary Alice Reynolds (Nurse) 
Harvey G. Seel 
Anna R. Seel (Spar) 

Leo Harold Storey 
John H. Shippee 
Eben H. Stronach 

*Died in Service. 

Llewellyn R. Shaw 
Edson B. Lilloway 
Robert M. Snow 
John E. Stevens 
Frank B. Shunk 
Edward D. Somes 
Lelwyn Somes 
Loren E. Somes 
Richard E. Whittier 
Victor J. Walters 
Leslie E. Walters 
Lincoln T. Walker 
Arthur H. Woodman 
Gordon A. Whiting, Jr. 
Carleton E. Young 

Organizations 

TWILIGHT LODGE, NO. 68, I.O.O.F. 

Twilight Lodge, No. 68, I.O.O.F., was instituted on Sep¬ 

tember 3, 1883. The following officers were elected: 
Noble Grand .Fred H. Morse, M.D. 
Vice Grand .Enoch Seavey 
Secretary .George B. Merrill 
Treasurer .Walter C. Gale 

Chaplain .James B. Kimball 
The early meetings of the lodge were held in the 

“Charlie Myron Rowell” shoe shop which was located on the 
present site of the highway department. 

On October 26, 1886, the present Odd Fellows’ Hall was 
dedicated with Elbridge B. Rowell, Noble Grand, as President 
of the Evening. This building has proved during the years 
to be a desirable place for housing the high school, the gram¬ 
mar school, and for a meeting place for various societies and 
other social gatherings. 

STARLIGHT REBEKAH LODGE, NO. 27, I.O.O.F. 

Starlight Rebekah Lodge, No. 27, was organized Decem¬ 

ber 29, 1885 with 45 charter members. The district at that 
time included the towns of Newton, Kingston, Plaistow, and 

Atkinson. But on May 10, 1895 withdrawal cards were 
granted to eighteen Kingston members who were the nucleus 
of a group to form Ruth Rebekah Lodge, No. 66, in that town. 
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ODD FELLOWS HALL 

Archibald Dunn and George A. Bean were the first two 
installed as presiding officers. 

The banner year for new memberships was 1921, when 
52 candidates were initiated. Thirty-seven of these were 
admitted on April 22nd, in the Town Hall when the degree 
was conferred by Colfax Lodge of Amesbury. 

Under Alma F. George, degree mistress over a long 

period of years, the lodge ranked high in quality of work 
performed. 

In December 1935, the lodge fittingly observed its 
Golden Anniversary with a sumptuous banquet and program. 

The members through the years have tried to fulfill the 

dream of Schuyler Colfax, who in 1851 was instrumental in 
forming the Rebekah branch of Oddfellowship. Thus, through 

the years have been consummated many kindly deeds; aid 
given to Homes for the Aged and Orphans and to the Educa¬ 
tional Foundation for the children of members. We of New 
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Hampshire are proud of our “Home” in Concord, which is 
second to none in the U.S.A. 

THE M. & M. CLUB 

The M. & M. Club, a group of women originally con¬ 
nected with the First Baptist Church, was organized in 1920. 
Its object is to make itself a power for good in the church 
and community. The Club has functioned continuously since 
its organization, furnishing social life for its members, and 
contributing generously to the support of the church and 
many other worthy causes. 

For many years the purpose of the club was to raise 
funds for a new organ for the First Baptist Church; and after 
that edifice was destroyed by fire, the Club financed the 
installation of the organ in the new church building, the 
organ having been donated by the Exeter Baptist Church.. 
Tfe Club also donated a large sum toward the construction 
cf the new church building. 

The late Mrs. Mary A. S. Hayford was president of ti e 
M. & M. Club for many years. 



GRANITE STATE GRANGE, NO. 149 

Granite State Grange, No. 149, was organized on March 
13, 1890 with 33 Charter members, in what was then known 
as Seavey’s Hall, Newton Junction. 

The first Master of Granite State Grange was the late 
Ezra George of Newton Junction; the first Secretary, the late 

Irving Heath of Newton; the first Chaplain, the Rev. James 

P. Nowlan, all of whom were well known figures in our town 
affairs for many years. 

The early records are not available, but it is known that 
the Grange reopened its Charter in 1898 with twenty mem¬ 
bers at Seavey’s Hall. Sister Nellie Chrigstrom now of 
Eclipse Grange, with her father and mother, were charter 

members at this time. 
Later the Grange moved to Wadleigh’s Hall in South 

Kingston. In 1911 they left South Kingston and hired the 
hall originally known as Seavey’s Hall, now known as Darbe’s 
Hall. In 1919 they voted to purchase the land and building 
they now occupy. 

The Granite State Building Association was then formed. 
Extensive repairs were made and the Grange moved in as 
soon as the building was completed. 

The Grange Hall has always been available, free of 
charge, for community work by churches, schools, clinics, and 
for any of the members, thus filling a great need in our com¬ 
munity. 

The Granite State Grange has grown from its small 
membership of 33 to its present membership of 170. 

ECLIPSE GRANGE, NO. 311 

The order of Eclipse Grange, No. 311 was organized on 
December 7, 1909, by Deputy Stevens. Mr. Enoch H. Nichols 
was the first presiding Master with Stella Locke as Overseer, 
and D. Frank Battles as Secretary. 

Of the Charter members only Mrs. Stella Locke Rancourt 

is living. 
Throughout the years the Grange has assisted in many 

helpful ways financially and otherwise through the Home and 

Community Welfare Committee. 
The present Master of the order is Robert H. Adams and 

the membership is approximately 105. 
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THE “PEANUT” AND THE NEWTON STATION, TAKEN ABOUT 1900- 

RED CROSS 

The Red Cross branch in Newton goes back to several 
years before World War I, during which time it was attached 
to the Haverhill chapter. 

After January 5th, 1943, it became a branch of the 
Exeter chapter. The response of the town during the war 
period and since, has been outstanding. 

The organization has exceeded every quota in the drives 

for funds, given many donations to the blood bank, and with 

the cooperation of the chapter in Exeter, answered many in¬ 

quiries about men in the service. 

During the forest fire of October 1947, it furnished sup¬ 
plies for four days to the fire fighters. 

The Red Cross maintains a very good loan closet in the 
Town Hall upon which calls are made from time to time. 

VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY 

The Newton Center Village Improvement Society, now 
known as the Newton Village Improvement Society, was or- 
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ganized on April 23, 1906. The following officers were chosen: 
President . John E. Hayford 
Vice President . Mrs. Addie Wallace 
Secretary . Mrs. Annie M. Heath 
Treasurer . Edward Hayford 

The object of the society is “to improve the general ap¬ 
pearance of the district.” Some worthwhile projects laid out 
by the Society were: the purchase and maintenance of oil 
street lamps in 1906 up to the time when electricity was in¬ 

stalled in 1914; the redecorating of the Chapel; donations for 

the upkeep and repairs to the church; the purchase of the 

clock in the Town Hall in 1922; a $100 donation toward the 

purchase of the old fire truck, in 1925; the shrubbery and 

cement walks leading to the Town Hall in 1929; aid and 

work for the Red Cross during World Wars I and II. 
It is interesting to recall that the lamplighter, Walter 

Drake, hired by the Society, received only fifty-seven cents per 
day for lighting about thirty lamps. After three years he re¬ 
quested a raise and was granted a three cent increase, receiving 

sixty cents a day. 
In order to provide the necessary funds for these and 

many other projects, every kind of device (including the much 
desired cook book in 1909) and entertainment was offered, 
thus providing for a large amount of the social life in the 

Village. 
Included in the membership at first, there were both men 

and women, many of whom added special entertainment to the 
meetings. In later years, the women have carried on its work. 

Meetings were held in the Town Hall for many years but 
later as the membership grew smaller, they were held at the 

homes of the members. 
While still in existence, the society is inactive, having 

given way to more active organizations. 

ANECDOTES 

As Remembered by Townspeople 

‘Brimstone” Hill on the Peaslee Crossing Road is so-called 

because at one time barrels of sulphur stored there caught fire 
and burned. Another version is that the name came from the 
sort of sermon delivered in the old church in that section. 
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There is a rock in the back of the cemetery by the Town 
Kail around which the early settlers and the Indians signed 
a peace treaty. 

The electric cars first came to Newton in 1902 and were 
discontinued in 1922. While in operation they gave excellent 
service, running every half hour. 

The first Post Office in town was in the home of Miss 
Angelia Kelly. 

“Brandy Brow” was so named because an old time resi¬ 
dent there imbibed constantly. 

That part of Country Pond between the island and “Wild¬ 
er’s Grove” was given the name of “Silver Lake” by a group of 
early campers at the grove. 

“Marcoux Grove” was named for Joseph Marcoux, who at 
one time owned the whole grove as part of his farm. 

“Bootland Hill” was so-called because many of the people 
living on upper Highland Street used to make boots, the soles 
of which were secured with wooden pegs instead of nails. 

Whittier Street received its name because of the fact that 
many families of Whittiers lived there. 

The chapel at the Junction Church was the fir it Junction 
school and occupied about the same position as it does today. 

Henry Burbeck’s father designed the steeple on the Junc¬ 

tion Church. 

Newton experienced an epidemic of small pox in 1872. 

A coffin cost three dollars in 1845. 

Hasting’s Store was formerly Walker’s Tavern, a rather 

popular meeting place. 

The worst snow storm any living person can remember 
occurred in March 1888 at town meeting time, making it diffi¬ 

cult to gain a quorum. 

The train that ran from the Junction to Merrimac was al¬ 
ways spoken of as the “Peanut.” The “Peanut’s” first trip was 

made in 1872. 

The Chase family on “Brimstone Hill” in early times 

owned four or five slaves. 

The “Yellow Day” happened in 1879. The light from the 

sun gave everything a yellowish hue, causing fear among the 
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Newton people and resulting in one Newton resident giving 
away all his property. However, he lived to regret this hasty 
act as the next day dawned bright and clear. The recent ex¬ 
planation of the yellow day is that volcanic eruptions in Japan 
sent clouds of ash high in the heavens cutting off the sun’s rays. 

The Grange Hall building at the Junction once housed a 
grocery and meat store, later a shoe store. 

The bay window on the Junction station was the result of 

remodeling, made necessary when a train side-swiped the 
building during a train wreck there in 1925. 

Miss Lizzie Bartlett’s brother, Walter, at one time owned 
the island in Country Pond, using it as a pasture for his sheep. 

It was a common practice during the Civil War to hire a 

substitute to serve in your stead or to pay the state $300.00 

in place of military service.' Also many persons were exempt 

from military service because of one short leg. 

THE NEWTON JUNCTION BLACKSMITH SHOP, 
center of “repairs” in 19th century days. 
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SPONSORS 
of the 

200th ANNIVERSARY BOOKLET 

of 

THE TOWN OF NEWTON 

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 

Reeds Sales and Service, Plaistow, N. H. 

Rowell Motors, Inc., 40 Elm St., Haverhill, Mass. 

The dest deal in town. 
Smith Chevrolet and Buick Co., 70 So. Main St., Haverhill, Mass. 

BANKS 

First National Bank, 

2 School St., Merrimac, Mass. 
Haverhill National Bank 

191 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 

Merrimack National Bank of Haverhill 

Established 1814 
Complete Banking Service. 

20 Washington St.—Branch: 163 Merrima-ck. 
Members F. D. I. C. 

City Five Cents Savings Bank, 
48 Washington St., Haverhill, Mass. 

Haverhill Savings Bank, 
153 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 

Pentucket Savings Bank, 

42 Washington St., Haverhill, Mass. 

Plaistow Co-operative Bank 

Plaistow, N. H. 

BEAUTY SHOPS 

Charm Beauty Shoppe, 204 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Irene S. MacDonald, Route 107A, Kingston, N. H. 
Pearle’s Beauty Salon, 1 Church St., Merrimac, Mass. 
Ruth E. Hyder Beauty Salon, 91 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS 

D. D. Chase Lumber Co., 9 Washington Ave., Haverhill, Mass. 
Demers Plate Glass Co., 54-58 Winter St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Ham Lumber and Coal Corp., So. Grove St., Bradford, Mass. 
Richard Sargent, Bear Hill Road, Merrimac, Mass. 
Taylor-Goodwin Co., 16 So. Main St., Bradford, Mass. 
The Diamond Match Co., Railroad Ave., Bradford, Mass. 

CARPENTERS 

George Avery, Newton, N. H. 
Cliff Bryer, Newton, N. H. 
John and Arnold Mattson, Newton, N. H. 
Herbert R. Webster, Newton Jet., N. H. 
Harold F. Potter, Ring’s Corner, Amesbury, Mass. 

CLEANERS AND LAUNDERERS 

Country Cleaners, Pond St., Newton, N. H. 

Ideal Soft Water Laundry, Inc., High St., Amesbury, Mass. 
Jjuxurtone Dry Cleaners, High St., Amesbury, Mass. 

CLOTHING STORES 

Gerros’ Men’s Shop, 5 Washington Square, Haverhill, Mass. 
Hudson Fur Shop, 15 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Ideal Cloak Co., Inc., 17-25 Washington St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Macartney’s, 31 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Manhattan Shop, 1 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Nichols and Morse Co., 60 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Philbrook-MacKenney Shop, Inc., 45 Merrimack St., Haverhill, 

Mass. 
The Sceva Speare Co., 28-40 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 

“A Friend.” 

COAL DEALERS 

Hayden E. Cheney, Newton Jet., N. H. 
Sargent Coal Co., 21 Church St., Merrimac, Mass. 

DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Hill Top Farm Dairy, Plaistow, N. H. 
Nicol’s Dairy, Newton, N. H. 
Wason-MacDonald Co., 260 Primrose St., Haverhill, Mass. 

DOCTORS 

Edwin F. Decatur, Kingston, N. H. 
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DRUGGISTS 

William G. Jones, 2 Merrimac Sq., Merrimac, Mass. 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE DEALERS 

Carlton Ingalls, Plaistow, N. H. 
William A. Baker, Newton, N. H. 

ELECTRICIAN 

Russell Colcord, Plaistow, N. H. 

FLORISTS and GREENHOUSES 

Churchill’s Greenhouse, Newton, N. H. 
Dot’s Flower Shop, 21 Lincoln St., Exeter, N. H. 
Gove’s Greenhouse, So. Kingston, N. H. 
Kaulbach-Leith, 18 Main St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Kingston Gardens, Route 125, Kingston, N. H. 

FOOD DISTRIBUTORS 

C. Leary Co., Atkinson, N. H. 
Charles Britton, Fish, Haverhill, Mass. 
Old Kerry Co., 1003 Broadway, Haverhill, Mass. 
Roberts Baking Co., 170 Salem St., Bradford, Mass. 
Walker Beverage, Hale Spring Road, Plaistow, N. H. 
Wood-Dunnells Co., 97 Locust St., Haverhill, Mass. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Gardner Funeral Home, 50 Summer St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Pillsbury and Gale, 2 Hillside Ave., Amesbury, Mass. 

FURNITURE STORES 

Atherton Furnniture Co., “On The Cement Bridge.” 

Haverhill, Mass. 
C. L. Cross Furniture Co., Kingston, N. H. 
E. E. Brown, Kingston, N. H. 
Joe’s Auction House, 30 Emerson St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Jordan-Bonin Furniture Co., 427 River St., Haverhill, Mass. 
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GARAGES 

Battles Garage, Inc., 93 Court St., Exeter, N. H. 
Broadway Service Station, 67 Broadway, Haverhill, Mass. 
Clark’s Garage, Kingston, N. H. 
Estabrook’s Garage, Newton, N. H. 
Frost’s Garage, East Kingston, N. H. 
Gilman’s Garage, Route 125, Kingston, N. H. 
Long’s Garage, Route 107A, Kingston, N. H. 
Morse’s Garage, Newton, N. H. 
Smith’s Service Station, 455 River St., Haverhill, Mass. 

GRAIN DEALERS 

Russell Bowser and Son, 17 School St., Haverhill, Mass. 

GROCERS 

Downing’s Store, Plaistow, N. H. 
Everett E. Coombs, Wilder’s Grove, Newton Jet., N. H. 
Hayden E. Cheney, Newton Jet., N. H. 
Ingalls Store, Newton, N. H. 
L. E. Hastings, Newton Jet., N. H. 
S. Malakos, 55 Locke St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Marston’s Store, Plaistow, N. H. 
Nick Kay, Plaistow, N. H. 
Peter Walls, Newton, N. H. 
Pettigrews Market, 10 Church St., Merrimac, Mass. 
Roland Paquette, Plaistow, N. H. 
Wilder’s Store, Newton, N. H. 

HARDWARE AND PAINT STORES 

Davis Hardware Co., 1 Main St., Merrimac, Mass. 
G. M. Earl, 18 Church St., Merrimac, Mass. 
Keene Hardware, 52 Main St., Amesbury, Mass. 
Moore Hardware Co., Plaistow, N. H. 
Villeneuve Hardware, Inc., 1 Lafayette Sq., Haverhill, Mass. 

Whittier’s Paint Store, 35 Water St., Haverhill, Mass. 

INSURANCE AGENCIES 

Hamlin Insurance Agency, Inc., Robert B. Kimball, Mgr., 

212 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 

Joseph Hills Insurance Agency, Plaistow, N. H. 
Mahlon Currier, Danville, N. H. 
William K. Davis Insurance Agency, Newton Jet., N. H. 
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JEWELRY STORES 

Batchelder Bros. A D. Tommaso & Son. Successors. 

90 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Gilcreast’s, 6 Emerson St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Karelis Jewelers, 55 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 

MANUFACTURERS 

Ben Leonard, Newton, N. H. 
Keezer Manufacturing Co., Plaistow, N. H. 
Kingston Wood Heel Co., Newton Jet., N. H. 
Russell Wood Heel Co., Plaistow, N. H. 
R. P. Blake Awnings, 76 Winter St., Haverhill, Mass. 

MASON CONTRACTORS 

John Palmer, Plaistow, N. H. 

OIL DEALERS 

Currier Oil, Newton Jet., N. H. 
G. M. Earl, Inc., 18 Church St., Merrimac, Mass. 
John M. Duston, Plaistow, N. H. 

PAINTERS 

William P. Boland, 12 So. Main St., Bradford, Mass. 

PAPER STORES 

D. J. Casey Paper Co., Washington Sq., Haverhill, Mass. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

The Watson Studio, 47 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 

PLUMBERS 

Ralph Bean, Newton, N. H. 
William Franklin Corp., 1 East Main St., Merrimac, Mass. 

POULTRY PRODUCTS 

Aldo Galleni, Newton, N. H. 
Howard Quimby, Newton, N. H. 
J. H. Barker, Newton, N. H. 
John Simes Turkey Farm, Kingston, N. H. 
Merritt’s Poultry Farm, Newton Jet., N. H. 
Nichol’s Poultry Farm, Inc., Kingston, N. H. 
Raymond Pool, Newton Jet., N. H. 
William Simes Poultry Dealer, Route 125, Kingston, N. H. 

Marion Ingalls, Newton, N. H. 

(52) 



PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS 

Amesbury Publishing Co., Inc., 21 Elm St., Amesbury, Mass. 
Haverhill Gazette, 179 Merrimack St., Haverhill, Mass. 
Martin Lithograph Co., 15 Church St., Merrimac, Mass. 

REAL ESTATE 

Augustus Locke, Newton Jet., N. H. 

RESTAURANTS and HOTELS 

Ed. Bankert’s, Route 110, Merrimac, Mass. 
Liberty Inn, Hampstead, N. H. 
Maplewood Hotel, East Road, Westville, N. H. 
Merle’s Fried Clams, Route 125, Kingston, N. H. 
Mill Stream Lunch, Route 125, Kingston, N. H. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Bill’s Package Store, Merrimac, Mass. 

Brentwood Open Air Theatre, Route 125, Brentwood, N. H. 
F. T. Knight, Co., 10 Blackstone St., Boston, Mass. 

PERSONAL 

Emma W. Prescott, Newton, N. H. 
Robert S. Prescott, Newton, N. H. 
Gerald E. Goodrich, Haverhill, Mass. 
United States Fat Man’s Club, Boston, Mass. 
Leon Lamb, Newton, N. H. 
The Ladies’ Aid of the First Baptist Church, Newton Jet., N. H. 
Alvin Foss, County Commissioner 
Nettie Welch, Newton, N. H. 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Bower, Newton Jet., N. H. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

We, of the Booklet Sponsors Committee, wish to take this 
opportunity to express our gratitude to the many business men 
and friends who gave so generously of their time and money 
to help us make this booklet a success. We also want you to 

accept our thanks for the splendid cooperation given us at the 
various interviews. 
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Town Officers 
Officers Biennially Elected 

Representative to General Court 

WILLIAM K. DAVIS (Deceased) 

Moderator 

HENRY G. WELLS 

Supervisors of Check List 

THOMAS W. LOCKE OTIS R. ROWELL 
CHARLES PREBLE 

Officers Elected Annually 

Town Clerk 

PEARL R. DAVIS 

Selectmen 

AUGUSTUS E. LOCKE LLOYD G. INGALLS 
JAMES E. MARDEN 

Treasurer 

KENNETH F. BRIGGS 

Tax Collector 

AUGUSTA KIMBALL 

Auditors 

EVERETT O. KELLY ROBERT ROWE 

Road Commissioner 

RAYMOND ESTABROOK 

Cemetery Trustees 

AUGUSTUS E. LOCKE ALBERT W. FLANDERS 
RUSSELL FLAGG 

\ 

Trustees of Gale Library 

ELLA M. YATES ANNIE MORETON 
LOUISE B. SNOW 
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Trustees of Trust Funds 

ROBERT S. PRESCOTT OTIS R. ROWELL 
WINIFRED A. SNOW 

Constable 

AUGUSTUS E. LOCKE 

ELLA YATES 

Board of Education 

KENNETH F. BRIGGS 

KENT WALKER 

Board of Health 

HENRY L. BURBECK AUGUSTUS E. LOCKE 
JAMES E. MARDEN LLOYD G. INGALLS 

Chief of Police 

AUGUSTUS E. LOCKE 

Dog Officer 

LLOYD G. INGALLS 

Fire Department Chief Engineer 

A. RALPH ESTABROOK 

Deputy Fire Chief 

RAYMOND E. ESTABROOK 

Fire Wards 

JAMES A. MARDEN AUGUSTUS E. LOCKE 
LLOYD G. INGALLS 

Surveyors of Wood and Lumber 

and Measurers of Bark 
JAMES A. MARDEN CHARLES T. ILLSLEY 

Fence Viewer 

THOMAS E. CURRIER 

Tree Warden 

GEORGE L. CHENEY 
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Committees 
. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Robert M. Rowe, Chairman 
Gordon A. Cheney, Co-chairman 
Robert S. Prescott, Secretary 
Kenneth F. Briggs, Treasurer 
Kent Walker 
Royal J. Knowles 
Carl F. Shaw 

RECEPTION COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Ella M. Yates, Chairman 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Ralph Estabrook 
Selectman and Mrs. James A. Marden 
Selectman and Mrs. Lloyd G. Ingalls 
Selectman and Mrs. Augustus E. Locke 
Mrs. Nellie Marston 
Charles T. Illsley 

PUBLICITY COMMITTTEE 

Mrs. Pearl R. Davis, Chairman 
Mrs. Dorothy H. Storey 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy W. Bailey 
Leslie W. Dore 
Mrs. Beatrice Moisan 

BANQUET AND CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE 

Raymond E. Estabrook, Chairman 
Mrs. Maude Estabrook 

* 

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln F. Hayes 
Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln T. Walker 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

George S. Rowe, Chairman 
Henry L. Burbeck, Co-chairman 
Mrs. Marion A. Hatch, Secretary 
Mrs. Ida Hanson 
T. Everett Currier 
Mrs. Alice Wilder 
Wilbur (Ri. Sargent 
Harold Sargent 
Ralph W. Marden 
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PRIZES AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 

William F. Garrett, Chairman 
Stanley O. Cheney 
Richard E. Whittier 

GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

Charles R. Stevens, Chairman 
Timothy J. Hanley 
Frank E. Blair 
Joseph C. Hoyt 
Newell Pitkin 
Robert Houle 

SOUVENIR BOOKLET COMMITTEE 

Kent Walker, Chairman 
Edward Boulter, Co-chairman for Compiling and Historian 
John E. McCarthy, Co-chairman for Sales 
Mrs. Beverly Boulter, Typist 
Mrs. Alice G. Knowles 
D. Lewis Goodwin 
Thomas Nutt 

ANNIVERSARY BALL COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Ruth Walker, Chairman 
Mrs. Marjorie Briggs 
Donald Briggs 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Somes 

BOOKLET SPONSORS COMMITTEE 

Gordon A. Cheney, Chairman 
Newell C. Jenness 
Miss Esther Manson 
Miss Margery Richards 
Arthur Hanson 
Mrs. Mary Bower 
Edward W. Foy 
Mrs. Rosella Linnehan 
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Adams 
Gordon W. Parkman 
Diana Baker 
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DECORATING AND LIGHTING COMMITTEE 

Charles Preble, Chairman 

William A. Baker 

Ralph E. Bowen 

Charles J. Chrigstrom, Jr. 
Herman W. Green 

Perley Marshall 

Raymond J. Houle 

PARADE COMMITTEE 

Kenneth F. Briggs, Chairman 

Mrs. Cecilia Green, Secretary 

Clarence B. Green 

Charles R. Willey, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph M. Bean 

Mr. and Mrs. Stacy B. Rowe 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer C. Bearce 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Kershaw, Jr.' 

Raymond E. Estabrook 

Hayden !E. Cheney 

Otis R. Rowell 

Edwin G. Preble 

Leo H. Storey 

Mrs. Laura Stires 

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Reynolds 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Hatch, Jr. 

Earl E. Morse, Jr. 

CHILDREN’S PARADE COMMITTEE 

Miss Dorothy Cordes, Chairman 

Mrs. Alice G. Knowles 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Frank Austin 

Mrs. Alice Foley 

Miss Angelia Kelly 

Mrs. Anna Garrett 

Mrs. Blanche Illsley 

Everett Coombs 

Fred Cust 

SAFETY AND PARKING COMMITTEE 

Augustus E. Locke, Chairman 

Horace Williams 

Chester Streeter 

(58) 



(59) 

M
A

IN
 
S

T
R

E
E

T
 
S

O
U

T
H
 
F

R
O

M
 
H

IG
H

L
A

N
D
 

S
T

R
E

E
T
 

1
9

0
3

 



PROGRAM 

10:30 A.M.—CHILDREN’S PARADE. 
Decorated Bicycles, Carriages and Horribles. 

Route, Baptist Church to Odd Fellows Hall. 

11:30 A. M.-l P.M.—LUNCH PERIOD. 

1:00 P. M.—ANNIVERSARY PARADE. 
Marshall—Royal J. Knowles. 

Marching Units, Floats, Carriages, Fire Apparatus and 
Horribles. 

Route, Rowe’s Corner to Sargent’s Corner. 

2:30 P. M.—AFTERNOON PROGRAM AT BANDSTAND. 
Master of Ceremonies—Hayden E. Cheney. 

Invocation—Roy W. Gibbs, Pastor of First Baptist Church. 

Soprano Solo, “Bless This Town,” by Speaks. 
Miss Ruth Roberts 

Mrs. Edward Roberts, accompanist 

Address—Honorable Sherman Adams, 
Governor of New Hampshire 

Soprano Solo, “Homing” Del Riego 
Miss Marjory Richards 

Miss Doris Morrison, accompanist 

Benediction—Rev. James W. Gilrain, Pastor of Holy Angels 

Church, Westville. 

3:15 P. M.—BAND CONCERT. 
Howard Rowell’s Band of Haverhill Mass. Cornet Soloist, 
Richard Roberts. 

The Boston Commandery March, a composition of Thomas 
Morrill Carter, a former Newton resident, will be played. 

5:30 P.M.—BANQUET. First Sitting—Town Hall. 

6:30 P. M.—BANQUET. Second Sitting—Town Hall. 

8:30-12:00 P. M.—ANNIVERSARY BALL—TOWN HALL. 

Anniversary Queen Will Be Chosen. 
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